lungs. Four seconds after the introduction of the first drop of the solution of ammonia into the vein, it was plainly detected in the air expired from the lungs, by the white vapours that were formed on its coming into contact with the vapour of the hydrochloric acid. It had thus in four seconds passed from the jugular vein through the right side of the heart, reached the capillaries in the lungs; permeated the parietes of these vessels, and escaped through the whole length of the air tubes.1 In an experiment like this it is doubtful whether so minute a portion of time as four seconds can be noted with accuracy; but as the same objection applies to those experiments which have been made to show the rapid action of prussic acid and other substances, we must conclude that it is impossible to determine the mode in which a poison acts, by attempting to measure the time which it takes to produce its effects. We must also guard against supposing that Shortly afterwards the posterior extremities became affected with spasm. The thighs were pulled up on each side of the abdomen, the legs being at the same time extended on the thighs, so that the animal's hind feet were as far forwards as its head. During the early attacks of spasm, the direction of the limbs continued the same as has been described; but as the convulsions went on, the anterior extremities became arched in front of the thorax, and the posterior extremities became directed downwards, being, however, extended widely apart. In the later attacks the anterior extremities became directed more downwards, and the posterior extremities became approximated to each other.
In this experiment there was also observed that over-excitability of the surface which is such a marked feature in poisoning with strychnia, but the phenomena which attended its occurrence were peculiar. It manifested itself first in the skin covering the throat, and extended gradually downwards, affecting successively the skin of the anterior extremities, trunk, and posterior extremities. It then passed off in the order in which it had appeared. The most interesting circumstance, however, was, that the excitability of the integument, both in its appearance and disappearance, pursued a course quite distinct from the spasm which affected the muscles. 
